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Social Studies K – 3 

The focus of the kindergarten program is on the introduction to United States history through the study of 

important American holidays and symbols and includes a unit on “where we live” within the United States. First 

graders study US History through the study of selected historical figures. Second graders study important 

historical figures and the Creek and Cherokee cultures in Georgia. The geography of Georgia is emphasized as 

it relates to the historical study. Third graders conclude their introduction to US History by studying Early and 

Colonial America. 

Grade K 

Symbols of America 

Grade 1  

American Heroes 

Grade 2  

Georgia, My State 

Grade 3 

Our Democratic Heritage 

• Observing Labor Day 

• Observing Columbus 

Day 

• Observing Veterans Day 

• Observing Thanksgiving 

Day 

• Observing Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 

• Observing Presidents 

Day 

• Our Nation 

• Personal Finance 

• Our Earth, Our Home 

• Benjamin Franklin 

• Thomas Jefferson 

• Lewis and Clark; 

Sacagawea 

• Ruby Bridges 

• Theodore Roosevelt 

• George Washington 

Carver 

• Personal Finance 

• Before There Was a 

Georgia 

• Georgia's Beginnings 

• Native Georgians 

• Civil Rights 

• Human Rights 

• Personal Finance 

 

• Early American Indians 

• European Exploration in 

North America 

• Colonial America 

• Personal Finance 

Social Studies 4-5 

In fourth grade, students begin formal study of early United States History through the Civil War. Students 

continue their formal study of US History through modern times. 

Grade 4 

United States History: Beginning to 1860 

Grade 5 

United States History: Since 1860 

• The American Revolution 

• The New Nation 

• Westward Expansion 

• Civil War  

• Reconstruction 

• Personal Finance 

• Turn of the Century America 

• World War I 

• The Great Depression 

• World War II 

• The Cold War 

• America Since 1975 

• Personal Finance 

 

 

World Languages 
Philosophy  

Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience. Early exposure to language 

instruction offers students the opportunity to attain high levels of proficiency.  Fulton County Schools provides 

some opportunities for Elementary School World Languages instruction as determined by individual schools, with 

each school focusing on developing communicative competence in the target language. 

Goals  

The goal of instruction for Fulton County Schools’ Elementary School World Languages model depends on the 

school’s instructional model. Currently, Fulton County Schools has three Elementary School World Languages 

models: FLEX, FLES, and Dual Immersion. 

Foreign Language in Elementary Schools (FLES Model) 

Students receive daily target-language instruction for a minimum of 75 minutes per week. Instruction develops 

students’ skills in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural competence. In addition, students 

will be able to view, absorb, and evaluate material from non-print sources as guided by the Georgia 

Performance Standards for Elementary School. 



Revised July 31, 2021 Page 14 
 

Elementary Overview 

At each grade level, kindergarten through fifth grade, the content is divided into three domains or strands: (a) 

Physical Science, (b) Earth and Space Science, and (c) Life Science.  Integrated into these content strands are 

science and engineering practices and crosscutting concepts. The science and engineering practices, content, 

and crosscutting concepts are used throughout K-12 science courses and build towards a progressively deeper 

understanding of the dimensions as students’ progress through the years.  Hands-on, student-centered, and 

inquiry-based approaches should be the emphasis of instruction.  

3-Dimensions of Science 

Science & Engineering Practices 

• Asking questions and defining problems 

• Developing and using models 

• Planning and carrying out investigations 

• Analyzing and interpreting data 

• Using mathematics and information and 

computer technology 

• Developing explanations and designing solutions 

• Engaging in argument from evidence 

• Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating 

information 

Crosscutting Concepts 

• Patterns 

• Cause and effect 

• Scale, proportion and quantity 

• Systems and system model 

• Energy and matter 

• Structure and function 

• Stability and change 
 

Crosscutting concepts are used to help scientists 

organize scientific information. 

Science Content Core Ideas by Domain or Strand 

Grade Physical Science Earth Science Life Science 

Kindergarten • Compare, sort, and use the 

senses to classify common 

materials. 

• Investigate physical 

attributes of an object to 

determine if it will sink or 

float.  

• Investigate the relationship 

between an object’s 

physical attributes and its 

resulting motion (straight, 

circular, etc.) when a force is 

applied. 

• Develop a model to 

communicate changes that 

occur in the sky during the 

day and night. 

• Ask questions to identify 

earth materials such as soil, 

rocks, water, and air. 

• Construct an argument 

supported by evidence for 

how rocks and soils can be 

grouped by their physical 

attributes. 

• Sort living organisms (plants 

and animals) and non-living 

things according to their 

observable physical 

attributes 

• Compare the similarities and 

differences in groups of 

organisms (animals, plants, 

parents and offspring) 

First Grade • Investigate light, sound, and 

the application of sound to 

safety issues. 

• Construct an argument that 

vibrating materials can 

make sound. 

• Design a signal that can 

serve as an emergency alert 

using sound or light. 

• Investigate shadows by 

placing objects at various 

points from a light source. 

• Plan and carry out 

investigations to 

demonstrate how magnets 

attract and repel. 

• Represent weather data in 

tables and graphs. 

• Investigate current weather 

conditions by observing and 

measuring with simple 

weather instruments. 

• Analyze data to identify 

seasonal patterns of 

change. 

• Develop models to identify 

the parts of plants. 

• Compare and contrast basic 

needs of plants and animals. 

• Design a solution to ensure a 

plant or animal has all its 

needs met 

Second 

Grade 

• Investigate reversible and 

irreversible changes in matter 

such as those caused by 

freezing, dissolving, melting, 

baking, etc. 

• Describe the physical 

attributes of stars such as 

size, brightness, and 

patterns. 

• Plan and carry out 

investigation of life cycle of 

plant by growing a plant 

from seed and recording 

changes. 
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• Classify objects based on 

their physical properties. 

• Investigate changes in speed 

and direction using pushes 

and pulls. 

• Plan and carry out 

investigation to determine 

the sun’s effect on a fixed 

object on Earth throughout 

the day. 

• Design and build a structure 

that demonstrates how 

shadows change 

throughout the day. 

• Use observational data to 

describe, illustrate, and 

predict the appearance of 

the moon changes over 

time in a pattern. 

• Develop models to illustrate 

the diverse life cycles of 

organisms. 

• Construct an explanation of 

an animals’ role in dispersing 

seeds or pollinating plants. 

• Investigate changes to the 

environment in your 

community. 

Third Grade • Ask questions to identify 

sources of heat. 

• Plan and carry out 

investigations to gather data 

to illustrate the effect of 

sunlight on objects. 

• Design a device that will 

increase/decrease effects of 

sunlight on materials. 

• Ask questions and analyze 

data to classify rocks by 

their physical attributes.  

• Plan and carry out 

investigations to determine 

the properties of soils and 

soil types. 

• Develop a model to 

describe the sequence and 

conditions required for an 

object to become a fossil. 

• Construct an argument 

from observations of fossils 

to communicate how they 

serve as evidence of past 

organisms. 

• Compare plants, animals, 

and habits found within 

Georgia’s geographic 

regions 

• Adaptations of organisms 

that affect their survival 

• Research the effects of 

pollution and explore actions 

to protect the environment 

Fourth 

Grade 

• Investigate how light 

interacts with various 

materials to classify them as 

opaque, transparent, or 

translucent. 

• Investigate reflection and 

refraction of light. 

• Design a device to 

communicate sound or light 

across a distance. 

• Investigate balanced and 

unbalanced forces. 

• Ask questions to identify and 

explain the uses of simple 

machines. 

• Develop models to illustrate 

the multiple pathways 

water can take during the 

water cycle. 

• Construct an explanation of 

how weather tools are used 

to gather data. 

• Interpret data from weather 

maps to make weather 

predictions. 

• Construct an explanation of 

the difference between 

stars and planets. 

• Develop a model based on 

observations to describe the 

repeating phases of the 

moon. 

• Develop a model to describe 

the roles of producers, 

consumers, and 

decomposers. 

• Use models to illustrate the 

flow of energy in a food 

chain/web. 

• Use printed and digital data 

to develop a model 

illustrating changes to an 

ecosystem when plant or 

animals become scarce. 

 

Fifth Grade • Plan and carry out 

investigations of physical 

and chemical changes. 

• Compare the differences in 

static and current electricity. 

• Design a complete simple 

circuit and explain all 

components. 

• Investigate differences in a 

magnet with an 

electromagnet. 

• Construct an argument to 

identify surface features 

caused by constructive and 

destructive forces. 

• Research ways technology 

can limit or predict the 

impact of these processes. 

• Construct an explanation 

that differentiates between 

the structure of plant and 

animal cells. 

• Construct arguments to 

support claims about 

helpful/harmful 

microorganisms. 

• Develop models to sort 

plants/animals into groups. 

• Compare instincts and 

learned behavior 

 

 


